FEIS CUP FINAL 1980

ST MALACHY’S

0 – 12

KILBEGGAN

0 -  4

A superb exhibition of catching and kicking by Inter county star, Willie Lowry put St. Malachy’s firmly on the road to victory in this Feis Cup final replay against Kilbeggan at Cusack Park, Mullingar on Sunday. There was no stopping Lowry as he tore the Kilbeggan defence apart time and again and ended up with nine points of the Malachy’s total.  

Indeed the winner’s performance is all the more remarkable in that they played with only fourteen men for forty minutes. Right full back Dessie Costelloe was sent off after twenty minutes after an incident involving Kilbeggan’s full forward Jim Guilfoyle.

As is often the case, St. Malachy’s appeared to benefit from the dismissal while Kilbeggan were never able to make proper use of their numerical advantage. Pat Keegan was used in a roving role around midfield but the ploy never paid off and Kilbeggan after a spirited first half performance at the end of which they trailed by just two points, 0-5 to 0-3, fell away completely in the second half as Willie Lowry really turned on the magic.

WIIL TAKE BEATING

Yet it was far from a one-man victory as St. Malachy’s served further notice that they will take beating in this year’s championship. They were strong defensively where full back Mick Lowry, Noel Geraghty and Gerry Whelan inspired confidence.

Willie Lowry’s midfield partner, Sean Casey did a lot of useful covering. However the attack were rather disappointing with Tommy Lowry failing to produce some of the first class performances of earlier outings. Inside him, manning the small parallelogram, brother Martin Lowry showed some very clever touches and he got most assistance from the youthful Kieran Kirby who scored one delightful point and minor star, Fabian McLavin, who, however, had a tendency to shoot too hastily.

Kilbeggan, understandingly were not as fit as their opponents as their interest in the championship was ended some time ago. Yet this performance must have been a disappointment to their supporters.


The full back trio of John Carton, Eugene Nannery and Pat Keegan was Kilbeggan’s most effective line while Christy McNevin was the pick of the half back line. Vinny Reid had a good hour at midfield but up front only Richie Keoghan, Eugene Scally and Donal Fox proved any real threat to the St. Malachy’s rearguard.

THE PLAY


Willie Lowry kicked the first of his nine points in the fifth minute when he opened the scoring. Midfielder, Tom Scally opened Kilbeggan’s account in the eleventh minute and Donal Fox curled over a beauty a minute later to give the men in maroon the lead.


The sides were level again in the fourteenth minute when Willie Lowry slotted over a thirty yarder but two minutes later, Liam McDaniels found the target to give Kilbeggan the lead once more. The St. Malachy’s full forward, Martin Lowry picked off a fine point in the 19th minute before Kilbeggan’s Martin Nannery fluffed a superb chance.


Vinnie Reid cut through the Malachy’s defence and picked out the unmarked Nannery. However, the centre half forward blazed harmlessly wide with just Sean Dalton to beat. That was in the 20th minute and it coincided with the expulsion of the Malachy’s corner back, Dessie Costelloe for an indiscretion which was not seen in the press box.


The sending off led to a reshuffling of the Malachy’s defence with Johnny Longworth dropping back to the right corner and Stephen Hanratty vacated his corner forward berth to man the left half back position.

IRREPRESSIBLE LOWRY


Yet despite their handicap it was St. Malachy’s who finished the stronger in the opening half with the irrepressible Willie Lowry pointing two frees to leave them two points ahead at the interval on an 0-5 to 0-3 scoreline.


On the resumption Kilbeggan had another goal chance but Liam McDaniels was unable to drive home the loose ball after Sean Dalton had failed to gather a Paddy Caulfield shot. The latter had come on late in the first half for the off form Jim Guilfoyle.


Donal Fox completed Kilbeggan’s tally in the eleventh minute after a Willie Lowry free had doubled the scores in the ninth minute and from there to the finish, St. Malachy’s took complete control.


A mighty sideline kick from an acute angle netted Willie Lowry his sixth point of the game and in the 19th minute he directed another marvellous point between the posts. From the kick out his brother Martin got in on the act and found the target. Two points in as many minutes from Willie Lowry capped a superb display from the county’s finest footballer of recent vintage while a Kieran Kirby point about five minutes from time completed the scoring.


The St. Malachy’s goal did have one further narrow escape just before the end when a Richie Keoghan shot was pushed onto the underside of the crossbar but apart from one or two threatening attacks, Kilbeggan never carried the game to a far superior St. Malachy’s fifteen and succumbed very tamely indeed.


Scorers: St. Malachy’s: W. Lowry 0-9, M. Lowry 0-2, K. Kirby 0-1.



   Kilbeggan :     D. Fox 0-2, T. Scally 0-1, L. McDaniels 0-1.

St. Malachy’s: Sean Dalton, Dessie Costelloe, Michael Lowry, Noel Geraghty, Ger Jackson, Gerry Whelan, Johnny Longworth, Sean Casey, Willie Lowry, Pat Dalton, Tommy Lowry, Kieran Kirby, Stephen Hanratty, Martin Lowry, Fabian McLavin.

Kilbeggan: Moss Keenan, John Carton, Eugene Nannery, Pat Keegan, Teddy McCormack, Christy McNevin, Paud Morgan, Tom Scally, Vinnie Reid, Richie Keoghan, Martin Nannery, Eugene Scally, Liam McDaniels, Jim Guilfoyle, Donal Fox. Subs : Paddy Caulfield for Guilfoyle, Gerry Scally for M. Nannery.

Referee : Mr. Seamus Glennon (Athlone).

Footnote : The Feis Cup was presented to the St. Malachy’s captain Noel Geraghty by Mr. John Dillon, Vice – Chairman, Westmeath County Board.

