Under-17 Football Championship Final 1967

ST. MALACHY’S FIRST SUCCESS IN UNDER AGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

ST. MALACHY’S …. 1-6

   ST, AGNES …. 0-4                                                                        

St. Malachy’s (Dysart-Castletown-Geo.) defeated St. Agnes (The Down-Kinnegad) in the Under-17 Football Championship Final on Thursday evening in Cusack Park.  It was St. Malachy’s first success in the under-age grades and in recent years they have been giving indications that they would be challenging the best.

This year has brought well deserved success with this fine performance.  St. Agnes have been trying for a long period to put their names on the honours list, and they have not won a competition since 1960.  Last week they had the disappointing experience of losing both the Under-15 and Under-17 years finals, but they had the satisfaction of playing two good games and extended their opponents in each to the limit.

The ground was damp and control was difficult.  St. Malachys are a fast moving incisive set of players and they served up football of a high order.  They deserved their win, but it was a game they could have lost just the same, even though it would be against the run of play.  After a series of dangerous moves early in the game, they failed to record a score.

This was caused partly by faulty finish, but mostly by a fine display by Tony Lynch in St. Agnes goal and a dour unyielding defence fronting him.  In the latter stages of this half St. Agnes moved into attach and had three points to their credit at half-time, to nil for St. Malachys.  As well they could have had a couple of goals if they could finish off the opportunities that offered.  The same pattern was evident in the early stages of the second half and St. Agnes added a point to leave them in a four points lead.

St. Malachys then asserted themselves and for the last twenty minutes of the second half were continually on the attack.  They picked off four points to level the scoring and were fortunate then to add a goal from a lengthy free which seemed to deceive St. Agnes defence looking as if it would go over the bar.  Two further points followed to close the scoring and the winners were well on top.

Losers’ Defence Good

The St. Agnes defence could not be faulted for the reverse in play, as they came under heavy pressure for too long a period, stemming mainly from the superior speed and movement outfield possessed by St. Malachy’s team.  If anything, Gerry Whelan played a bigger part in winning this game than he did when starring for Castletown-Geo in the Under-17 years hurling final.  He gave a great display both in defence and later at centre-field.  Willie Shanley, Pat Kelly, Pat Lestrange, Jim Hackett, Aidan McCormack, Mick Garvin, Frank Lyons and Stan Kiernan were players who contributed much to this victory, but indeed all fifteen of the winning side were adequate and filled their respective roles with competent assurance.

As stated Tony Lynch was outstanding for St. Agnes in goal, and Frank Kiernan and Eddie Darby were great-hearted defenders.  John Flynn gave a good service from centerfield.  Denis Flynn, Martin Cooney, Tommy Healy, John Merchant, Peter McDermott, John Flaherty and Sean Reilly were others to figure prominently for St. Agnes.

The referee was Mr. P. McCormack, Mullingar.

Mr. E Dalton, Chairman Minor and Juvenile Board, presented the Flanagan Cup to Jim Hackett, Captain of the St. Malachy’s team, at the conclusion of the game.  The Secretary of St. Malachys, Joe Clarke was rewarded for his consistent service to the Club by seeing his efforts crowned by this fine achievement.  Most of the St. Malachy’s team played on the Castletown-Geo. side that captured the Under-17 years hurling title.

ST. MALACHYS: M. Jackson, R. Kelly, M Garvin, S. Corcoran, P. Kelly, G. Whelan, V. Austin, S. Kiernan, J. Hackett, A. McCormack, P. Lestrange, W. Shanley, S. Daly, F. Lyons, T. Lowry.

ST. AGNES: A. Lynch, J.  Merchant, J. Monaghan, E. Darby, J. Channon, F. Kiernan, D. Flynn, J. Flaherty, T. Healy, M. Cooney, P. McDermott, C. Merchant, S. Conroy, S. Reilly, P. Duffy.
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